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Brian Croft, Denny ForsteandLarry Wheelerpackaginggoocfe bags prior to the event start.



F

Several brothers gathered in Fort Oglethorp after therfie throu
Denny Forster.
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Raymond Evanspgaks about the Lee and Gordon Mills



The Cole Plantation in Sligo Valley

John Cole, whose will was recorded in 1808 in Greene County, Georgia, was the
father of WilliamIsham Cole who was born May 7, 1805. When he grew up, William
Isham Cole moved to White County, Tennessee where he married Lovina Clark who had
been born September 1, 1811. Her father was Thomas Clark, Jr., who was a circuit rider
for the Primitive Bapst Church. He was present when his daughter mawigidam
Isham Cole, and the ceremony was performed by Elder Chesley Webb. The wedding
took place at the home of the bride on December 3, 1835.

By coincidence, the Cole marriage took place abous#ime time as the Treaty
of New Echota between the U. S. Government and the Cherokee Nation that ended all
Native land claims in the State of Georgia for the payment of 5,000,000.00 plus other
considerations. This meant that there was good land avadtléEasonable prices in
North Georgia after the treaty was executed in 1888liam Isham Cole took advantage
of this situation, and moved with his new wife to what is now Dade County, Georgia.

In 1850, William Isham Cole bought extensive acreage igoSWalley and
established one of the finest plantations in the County. Their original house was built of
logs, and consisted of two large rooms with a huge limestone fireplace. A later frame
addition consisted of five more rooms, two stone chimneysfcamdireplaces.

William I. Cole was a prosperous H&arold planter at the time of the 1860
Federal census, living with his wife and three children. With a plantation on Squirrel
Town Creek, he was one of the bksbwn slave owners in Dade Countyde owned
eleven enslaved Africans and had a deserved reputation for fine treatment and a good
working relationship with his servants. On one occasion, he paid a great deal more for a
slave in order to keep the young man from being separated from hiig. fam

In addition to his plantation, Cole also operated a boarding school for boys,
known as Colebs Academy t hat had a reputat:i
Porter Alexander, Chief of Artillery under Longstreet, wrote after the war about ¢ovis
the area. fi & n todk that tbadyto, the @p df the niolntain, & then a road
to the mountain plateau, which 1 followed until within three or four miles of Trenton.
Here, a little path to the right led to the first break in the \edrttff, where a steep &
rocky ravine noticed it with a narrow gully, & by dismounting and leading my horse very
carefully, | was able, at last, to get down into the valley & to a road which took me to
Trenton... | spent the night at the little hoteklwe village, which | walked around with
interest, for | had heard of Trenton nearly 20 years before as the location of an awfully
strict & severe boarding school for boys in that unhappy town which could only be
reached through Alabama or Tennessee, & atler had held up to me, when | was
about nine years old, the idea that | might be sent there if my deportment was
unsatisfactory. o ( 3)



During the late summer of 1863, when it had became apparent that a major
Federal army was coming toward Dade Countylidth Cole became concerned about
the future of his enslaved Africans. He feared that the Federal soldiers would force them
to leave the plantation, or in some way harm them. To avoid this possibility, he decided
to send them all to south Alabama foe tburation of the war. He placed a trusted
woman named Adaline (he called her AAdO) in
dollars in gold, and telling her to use it if necessary to keep them together and to return to
the plantation after the war.

Ruins of Coledés Plantation spring

The war devastated Colebébs plantation and
wondered what had become of his enslaved Africans that he had sent south. Then, one
day as he was looking down the lane && & band of Negroes coming toward the house.
As they drew closes, he could see that Adaline led thaéhe woman he commonly
called AAd. O Al t hough they were no | onger
home. Adaline opened her small bundle o§gessions and returned to Cole all of the
thousand dollars in gold that he had trusted her with during the war. He was able to use
the money to rebuild the plantation. (21)

As was the custom on most plantations of the day, a cemetery was establigiat f
the white owners and the enslaved Africans on a hill side about a quarter of a mile from
the main house. This became the Bethlehem cemetery. (22)



