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The United Confederate Veterans
S. A. Cunningham, Sergeant-Major, CSA,
and Founder and Editor of "The Confederate”

The organization known as the United Confederate Veterans was formed in New
Orleans, June 10, 1889. The inception of the idea for a large and united association is
credited to Colonel J. F. Shipp, a gallant Confederate, commander of N. B. Forrest Camp,
of Chattanooga, Tennessee – the third organized – who was in successful business for
years with a Union veteran. Colonel Shipp had gone to New Orleans in the interest of the
Chattanooga and Chickamauga Military Park, and there proposed a general organization
of Confederates on the order of the Grand Army of the Republic, his idea being to bring
into a general association the State organizations, one of which in Virginia, and another
in Tennessee, had already been organized.
Following these suggestions, a circular was sent out from New Orleans in regard
to the proposed organization, and the first meeting was held in that city on June 10, 1889,
the organization being perfected under the name of United Confederate Veterans, with F.
S. Washington, of New Orleans, as president, and J. A. Chalaron, secretary. A
constitution was adopted, and Lieutenant-General John B. Gordon, of Georgia, was
elected general and commander-in-chief. At this meeting there were representatives from
the different Confederate organizations already in existence in the States of Louisiana,
Mississippi and Tennessee…
While the organization was perfected in New Orleans, the first reunion of United
Confederate Veterans was held in Chattanooga, Tennessee, July 3 to 5, 1890. To this
reunion invitations were extended “to veterans of both armies and to citizens of the
Republic,” and the dates purposely included Independence Day.
The first comment both in the North and South was, “Why keep up the strife or
the memory of it?” but it was realized that such utterances were from those who did not
comprehend the scope of the organization of United Confederate Veterans, which, from
the very outset, was clear in the minds of its founders. It was created on high lines, and its
first commander was the gallant soldier, General John B. Gordon, at the time governor of
Georgia, and later was United States senator. General Gordon was continued as
commander-in-chief until his death. The nature and object of the organization cannot be
explained better than by quoting from its constitution.
The first article declares: “The object and purpose of this organization will be
strictly social, literary, historical, and benevolent. It will endeavor to unite in a general
federation all associations of the Confederate veterans, soldiers and sailors, now in
existence or hereafter to be formed; to gather authentic data for an impartial history of the
War between the States; to preserve the relics or memories of the same; to cherish the ties
of friendship that exist among the men who have shared common dangers, common
suffering and privations ; to care for the disabled and extend a helping hand to the needy;
to protect the widow and orphan, and to make and preserve the record of the services of

every member and, as far as possible, of those of our comrades who have preceded us in
eternity.”
Likewise, the last article provides that neither discussion of political, or
religious subjects, nor any political action, shall be permitted in the organization,
and that any association violating that provision shall forfeit its membership. The notes
thus struck in the constitution of the United Confederate Veterans were reechoed in the
opening speech of the first commander-in-chief. General Gordon, addressing the
Veterans and the public, said:
“Comrades, no argument is needed to secure for those objects your enthusiastic
endorsement. They have burdened your thoughts for many years. You have cherished
them in sorrow, poverty, and humiliation. In the face of misconstruction, you have held
them in your hearts with the strength of religious convictions. No misjudgments can
defeat your peaceful purposes for the future. Your aspirations have been lifted by the
mere force and urgency of surrounding conditions to a plane far above the paltry
consideration of partisan triumphs. The honor of the American Government, the just
powers of the Federal Government, the equal rights of States, the integrity of the
Constitutional Union, the sanctions of law, and the enforcement of order have no class of
defenders more true and devoted than the ex-soldiers of the South and their worthy
descendants. But you realize the great truth that a people without the memories of heroic
suffering or sacrifice are a people without a history.
“To cherish such memories and recall such a past, whether crowned with success
or consecrated in defeat, is to idealize principle and strengthen character, intensify love of
country, and convert defeat and disaster into pillars of support for future manhood and
noble womanhood. Whether the Southern people, under their changed conditions, may
ever hope to witness another civilization which shall equal that which began with their
Washington and ended with their Lee, it is certainly true that devotion to their glorious
past is not only the surest guarantee of future progress and the holiest bond of unity, but
is also the strongest claim they can present to the confidence and respect of the other
sections of the Union.”
Referring to the new organization, General Gordon said: “It is political in no
sense, except so far as the word 'political' is a synonym of the word 'patriotic.' It is a
brotherhood over which the genius of philanthropy and patriotism, of truth and justice
will preside; of philanthropy, because it will succor the disabled, help the needy,
strengthen the weak, and cheer the disconsolate; of patriotism, because it will cherish the
past glories of the dead Confederacy and transmute them into living inspirations for
future service to the living Republic ; of truth, because it will seek to gather and preserve,
as witnesses for history, the unimpeachable facts which shall doom falsehood to die that
truth may live; of justice, because it will cultivate national as well as Southern fraternity,
and will condemn narrow-mindedness and prejudice and passion, and cultivate that
broader and higher and nobler sentiment which would write on the grave of every soldier
who fell on our side, ' Here lies an American hero, a martyr to the right as his conscience
conceived it.'”

Funding for Battlefield Preservation
(Washington, D.C.) - The Civil War Preservation Trust (CWPT) today applauded
members of the U.S. House and Senate for including the largest ever single-year
allocation for the federal Civil War Battlefield Preservation Program in the Fiscal Year
(FY) 2010 Interior Appropriations Act Conference Report (H Rept 111-316).
The conference report, scheduled for a final vote in both chambers later this week,
includes $9 million for the Civil War Battlefield Preservation Program, a mechanism that
utilizes government matching grants and private funds to permanently protect historic
Civil War battlefields throughout the nation.
"This is tremendous news that could not come at a more critical time," said
CWPT President James Lighthizer. Each day 30 acres of hallowed Civil War battlefield
ground are paved over and lost forever. This money will allow us to preserve historic
land that would otherwise be lost to development and urban sprawl."
The Civil War Battlefield Preservation Program targets priority unprotected Civil War
sites outside National Park Service boundaries. The program's matching grants formula
encourages state and private sector investment in historic land preservation. For example,
in 2008 the Virginia General Assembly set aside $5.2 million to match federal Civil War
Battlefield Preservation Program monies. Grants from the program are competitively
awarded by the American Battlefield Protection Program, an arm of the National Park
Service.
Since its creation in 1999, the Civil War Battlefield Preservation Program has
been used to protect more than 15,000 acres of hallowed ground at 60 battlefields in 14
states. Among the sites saved as a result of this program are historic properties at
Antietam and South Mountain, Md.; Champion Hill, Miss.; Chancellorsville,
Fredericksburg, and Manassas, Va.; Chattanooga and Fort Donelson, Tenn.; and Harpers
Ferry, W.Va. The program is funded through the federal Land and Water Conservation
Fund.
Although numerous members of the House and Senate have played important
roles in ensuring the program's continued success, the following individuals were pivotal
in securing this year's unprecedented federal commitment to battlefield preservation:
Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Chairs Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) and
Norm Dicks (D-WA); Senators Jim Webb (D-VA), Lamar Alexander (R-TN), and Jeff
Sessions (R-AL); and Congressmen, Bart Gordon (D-TN), Steve Israel (D-NY), Gary
Miller (R-CA) and C.A. "Dutch" Ruppersberger (D-MD). In addition, 16 Senators and 29
Member of Congress signed letters of support for the program earlier this year.
"It is welcome news that our $9 million funding request for battlefield
preservation was accepted in the Interior Appropriations bill," said Senator Webb. "As
America prepares for the 150th anniversary commemoration of the Civil War, it is more

important than ever that we preserve these landmarks for future generations to learn
about the history of our nation."
Senator Alexander concurred, saying, "The Civil War was a heartbreaking time in
our history that we should never forget. Protecting our Civil War battlefields and historic
sites is important both to honor the thousands who fought and to allow future generations
to learn their heritage by visiting sites like Shiloh, Lookout Mountain, Fort Donelson and
Parker's Crossroads. I'm glad to see that this funding was included to support this
important program."
"America's Civil War battlefields are part of our nation's rich heritage, but sadly
thousands of acres of battlefields are being lost every year. It is incumbent upon all of us
to ensure our children and grandchildren have the opportunity to visit these sacred
grounds and experience part of history," remarked Congressman Ruppersberger.
This vision was also shared by Congressman Miller, who first introduced
legislation authorizing the program in 2002. Miller noted, "I have been a long time
advocate for preservation of our nation's historic battlefields. These battlefields offer a
porthole to the past. The vivid imagery of an epic conflict can remind visitors of the
struggles our country has gone through to preserve the banner of liberty and justice for
all."
Like Senator Webb, Lighthizer also stressed that the upcoming 150th anniversary
of the Civil War presents an ideal time to redouble efforts to protect this hallowed
ground. "I can think of no more fitting - and lasting - tribute during this sesquicentennial
commemoration than to preserve the places where these brave soldiers fought and bled."
The Civil War Battlefield Preservation Program was reauthorized in March 2009
as part of the Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (PL 111-11). The
legislation, introduced in the Senate by Senators Webb and Sessions and in the House by
Congressmen Miller, Israel and Gordon, reauthorized the program for $10 million a year
for five years. The popular bill enjoyed considerable bipartisan support, earning 33
cosponsors in the Senate and 108 cosponsors in the House.
With 55,000 members, CWPT is the largest nonprofit battlefield preservation
organization in the United States. Its mission is to preserve our nation's remaining Civil
War battlefields and to promote appreciation of these hallowed grounds through
education and heritage tourism. The CWPT website is located at www.civilwar.org.
For more information about the program's congressional supporters, visit CWPT
online at www.civilwar.org/aboutus/news/news-releases/2009-news/congress-allocates-9million.html.

Beauvoir Restoration
Beauvoir - Home of President Jefferson Davis is being upgraded Beauvoir
suffered serious damage from Hurricane Katrina's wind and storm surge. The home on
the property has already been restored, inside and out. The Sons of Confederate
Veterans, who own and operate the facility, have awarded a $10.4 million contract to
build anew the Jefferson Davis Library and Museum.
”It'll be 25,500 square feet, built 20 feet above sea level," Beauvoir Director Rick
Forte said as he revealed architectural renderings of the new library. FEMA will fund 90
percent of t he project. Federal flood guidelines required the library be constructed at a
new site on the grounds. We could have rebuilt the old library, but FEMA is very strict
with what they allow.” Our mission is to make Beauvoir better than it was before
Katrina.

Celebrating Beauvoir restoration.

The Chaplain's
Corner
As we celebrate and observe
"Veteran's Day" which will be on
November 11th, we need to
remember our fellow veterans and
thank them personally for what they
have done. Whether it was serving
in World War II, Korea, Vietnam,
Panama, Granada, the Persian Gulf,
Iraq and Afghanistan or any of the
unnamed conflicts in the world. We
don't have many World War 1
veterans to thank today, but that war
was involved in us having "Veteran's
Day". It was originally called
"Armistice Day", or suspension of
hostilities, was signed by the
opponents on November 11th, 1918.
The hostilities stopped at 11:00 AM
that morning. I know many of the
older generation will remember it
first being "Armistice Day". It was
changed in 1954 to "Veteran's Day" to honor all the veterans who have served.
Remember that the "Sons of Confederate Veterans" is the oldest veterans group in the
U.S. , it being pre-dated by the "United Confederate Veterans which started even earlier.
When we celebrate this day by being in a parade or assisting in any way, hold your heads
in what you have done. May our own personal sacrifices be worthy of those who
sacrificed so much --that the American dream will never die. And may God Bless
America forever.
II Samual 22:4 “I will call on the Lord, who is worthy to be praised; so I will be saved
from my enemies.”
Prayer List : Lewis Leach still continues in his great fight for recovery. Let us continue
to remember him in prayer and those in our armed forces, especially those in harms way.
May God Bless,
James Fletcher
Chaplain, 1st Brigade & Camp #707
Ph. 256-657-5998
Email jdfletcher@stateofdade.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
Nov.6-8:

November 17:

December 5:

Battle re-enactment: A re-enactment of the Battle of Missionary
Ridge will be held at Valley Head, Alabama on November 6-8, 2009.
More information will be given at the camp meeting or see
http://www.battleofmissionaryridge.com/.
Camp Meeting: The November 2009 meeting of the State of Dade
Camp 707, Sons of Confederate Veterans will be held at 7:00 P.M.
on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at Randy’s Restaurant in Trenton.
We will meet to eat at 6:00 P.M. – there will be no retreat! Call
298-4544 for directions.
Christmas Parade: The annual Christmas Parade in Dade County will
be held on December 5, 2009. More information will be given at the
November meeting.
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HONORING OUR CONFEDERATE HERITAGE

